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To all interested parties,
I am pleased to provide this summary report on the activities of the Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife
Committee.
This report contains summaries of the measures referred to, acted upon, or otherwise within the
jurisdiction of the committee during 2019-2020 legislative session. It also details the oversight and
informational hearings conducted by the committee during this time.
I would like to acknowledge and thank Vice Chair Megan Dahle and the other Members of the Water,
Parks and Wildlife Committee for their service. I also want to acknowledge and thank Jared Ferguson
(2019) and May Dobosiewicz (2020) for their exemplary work with the committee as California Council
on Science and Technology (CCST) Science Fellows.
As a result of COVID-19 impacts on the schedule of the Legislature, the Committee prioritized a limited
number of measures to be heard and acted upon. All other bills referred to the committee were not
heard. In addition, committee staff worked closely with other committees to ensure jurisdictional issues
were addressed in the respective analyses of bills that would typically have been referred to multiple
committees.
More information on legislative measures can be found online at http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/. If
you have questions or would like additional information about the bills summarized in this report, or if
you have questions about the Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee, please feel free to
contact the committee at 916-319-2096.
I look forward to continued collaboration in the next legislative session with colleagues, California
agencies and departments, local governments and special districts, and advocates to address the
important issues in the committee’s jurisdiction.
Sincerely,

Eduardo Garcia, Chair
Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee
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AGENDA
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BACKGROUND
This hearing is intended to provide an open dialogue on the issue of safe and
affordable drinking water. Over the past two years, several proposals have been
introduced to address the cleanup and distribution of clean drinking water,
particularly in areas with legacy pollutants. This background provides an overview
of the issue (Legislative Analyst’s Office) as well as a summary of various
legislative and administrative proposals. Finally, a number of issues for legislative
consideration are provided.
The Legislative Analyst’s Office provides a concise background on the general
topic of Safe and Affordable Drinking Water in their Analysis of the 2018-19
Governor’s Budget, as follows:
Federal, State, and Local Entities Regulate Drinking Water. The federal
Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Act (SDWA) was enacted in 1974 to
protect public health by regulating drinking water. California has enacted its
own safe drinking water act to implement the federal law and establish
state standards. The U.S. EPA enforces the federal SDWA at the national
level. However, most states, including California, have been granted
“primacy” by the U.S. EPA, giving them authority to implement and enforce
the federal SDWA at the state level.
Maximum contaminant levels (MCLs) are health-based drinking water
standards that public water systems are required to meet. MCLs take into
account the health risk, detectability, treatability, and costs of treatment
associated with a pollutant. Agencies responsible for regulating water
quality enforce these standards.
The California State Water Resources Control Board’s (State Water Board)
Division of Drinking Water (DDW) regulates public water systems that
provide water for human consumption and have 15 or more service
connections, or regularly serve at least 25 individuals daily at least 60 days
out of the year. (A “service connection” is usually the point of access
between a water system’s service pipe and a user’s piping.) The state does
not regulate water systems with less than 15 connections; county health
officers oversee them. At the local level, 30 of the 58 county environmental
3

health departments in California have been delegated primacy—known as
Local Primacy Agencies (LPAs)—by the State Water Board to regulate
systems with between 15 and 200 connections within their jurisdiction. For
investor-owned water utilities under the jurisdiction of California Public
Utilities Commission (CPUC), the DDW or LPAs share water quality
regulatory authority with CPUC.
The DDW regulates approximately 7,500 water systems. About one-third of
these systems have between 15 and 200 service connections. The number
of smaller systems—specifically, those with 14 or fewer connections—
is unknown but estimated to be in the thousands.
Multiple Causes of Unsafe Drinking Water. The causes of unsafe drinking
water can generally be separated into two categories (1) contamination
caused by human action and (2) naturally occurring contaminants. In some
areas, there are both human caused and natural contaminants in the
drinking water.
Three of the most commonly detected pollutants in contaminated water
are arsenic, perchlorate, and nitrates. While arsenic is naturally occurring,
perchlorate contamination is generally a result of military and industrial
uses. High concentrations of nitrate in groundwater are primarily caused by
human activities, including fertilizer application (synthetic and manure),
animal operations, industrial sources (wastewater treatment and food
processing facilities), and septic systems. Agricultural fertilizers and animal
wastes applied to cropland are by far the largest regional sources of nitrate
in groundwater, although other sources can be important in certain areas.
Unsafe Drinking Water a Statewide Problem. The State Water Board has
identified a total of 331 water systems that it or LPAs regulate that are in
violation of water quality standards. These water systems serve an
estimated 500,000 people throughout the state. The number of water
systems with 14 or fewer connections that are currently in violation of
water quality standards is unknown, but estimated to be in the thousands
by the State Water Board. Of the 331 systems identified by the State Water
Board, 68 have violations associated with nitrates (and in some cases,
4

additional contaminants). In some of these water systems, unsafe
contamination levels persist over time because the local agency cannot
generate sufficient revenue from its customer base to implement, operate,
or maintain the improvements necessary to address the problem. The
challenge in these systems is often a product of a combination of factors,
including the high costs of the investments required, low income of the
customers, and the small number of customers across whom the costs
would need to be spread.
Safe and Affordable Drinking Water a Human Right. In response to
concerns about the prevalence of unsafe drinking water in California,
Chapter 524 of 2012 (AB 685, Eng) was enacted. This law declares the
state’s policy that every human being has the right to safe, clean,
affordable, and accessible water adequate for human consumption,
cooking, and sanitary purposes. Under Chapter 524, state agencies are
required to consider this policy when revising, adopting, or establishing
policies, regulations, and grant criteria. Chapter 524 clarifies that it does
not expand the state’s obligations to provide water or require the state to
fund water infrastructure.
State Water Board Administers Programs to Provide Safe Drinking
Water. The State Water Board administers the Drinking Water State
Revolving Fund (DWSRF), which provides continuously appropriated
funding for low- and zero-interest loans, debt refinancing, principal
forgiveness, and grants to public water systems for infrastructure
improvements to correct system deficiencies and improve drinking water
quality. Eligible projects include the planning, design, and construction of
drinking water projects such as water treatment systems, distribution
systems, and consolidation with another water system that has safe
drinking water. The program is funded by annual capitalization grants from
the U.S. EPA and a federally required 20 percent state match (usually from
bond funds). The federal and state funds are then used to provide financial
assistance for eligible projects. In 2016-17, the State Water Board estimates
the DWSRF disbursed about $330 million and provided technical assistance
to water systems.
5

The State Water Board also administers temporary programs to provide
safe and affordable drinking water. For example, the State Water Board
administers the Clean Drinking Water Program for Disadvantaged
Households, which provided one-time funding of $8 million General Fund in
2017-18 to disadvantaged households and small water systems to ensure
they have adequate access to clean drinking water and adequate
sanitation. Eligible projects include capital costs for replacement and repair
of existing domestic wells. The State Water Board has also administered
funds approved by the voters through various bond measures for capital
investments, and some operations and maintenance costs aimed at
providing safe drinking water. For example, Proposition 1 (2014) authorized
$520 million for grants and loans for projects that improve water quality,
including to help provide clean, safe, and reliable drinking water to all
Californians. Some of this funding supports the DWSRF.

Legislation Introduced in 2017 and 2018
In 2017, Senator Monning introduced SB 623 to provide a comprehensive solution
to the issue of safe and affordable drinking water. This bill provided the
framework for a multi-decade program designed to both decrease the amount of
contaminants moving into water supply resources (mainly groundwater), and to
ensure that communities would be able to build, operate, and maintain water
treatment systems. In order to achieve this goal, a series of fees and taxes on
agricultural inputs and water systems was proposed. This bill ultimately did not
pass but provides the basis for two other bills that moved through the Legislature
in 2018 (SB 844 and SB 845, both by Monning), and the Governor’s 2018 budget
and trailer bill proposal. Ultimately, none of these bills were adopted by the
Legislature.
In their analysis of SB 623, the Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials
Committee provided an extensive breakdown of the issue and the proposed
legislation (attached). According to the author, the need for the SB 623 is:
"Section 106.3 of the Water Code declares that every Californian has
the right to sufficient clean, safe, affordable, and accessible water
6

adequate for human consumption, cooking, and sanitary purposes.
However, drinking water safety and affordability issues currently
affect California communities across the state, with low-income
communities and communities of color experiencing the greatest
impact.
Recent data by the State Water board identified roughly 300
California public water systems serving communities and schools that
are currently out of compliance with drinking water standards, some
of which have been unable to provide safe drinking water for years,
including some for more than a decade. These systems serve
692,807 people, or almost 1.8% of all Californians.
The lack of a sustainable funding source means disadvantaged
communities and others have no outside support to draw upon,
forcing their typically small, rural and/or socioeconomically
disadvantaged ratepayer bases to bear the entire cost of ongoing
drinking water treatment. As a result, disadvantaged communities
and others in need of drinking water treatment may be unable to
meet drinking water standards because they are unable to afford the
cost of drinking water treatment, or their drinking water rates may
be over 1.5% of median household income (MHI), which is the level
of affordability incorporated into California’s SDWSRF loan
forgiveness eligibility standards. What is more, families in these
disadvantaged communities may be forced to purchase bottled
water in addition to paying their monthly water bill, creating a
doubled financial burden.
Ongoing source of operations and maintenance funding for drinking
water treatment for disadvantaged communities needs to be stable
and sustainable, since communities, particularly disadvantaged
communities, cannot afford to build drinking water treatment plants
and then have funding disappear. SB 623 seeks to provide an
ongoing funding stream to ensure that disadvantaged communities
have access to clean, safe, affordable, drinking water."
7

2018 Budget Request (Including Trailer Bill). The Governor, as part of the 201819 Budget, proposed trailer bill language to establish the Safe and Affordable
Drinking Water Program and Fund to be administered by the State Water Board.
The proposal, similar to SB 623, would have:
1. Provided the Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) the authority
to impose and collect fees from certain agricultural entities, including a
budget of $1.4 million and 7 positions.
2. Exempted an agricultural operation from enforcement for causing or
contributing to nitrate in groundwater if they demonstrate certain
mitigation requirements are followed.
3. Provided $3.3 million and 23 positions to the State Water Board to: 1)
develop and adopt a fund implementation plan; 2) process charges that
would be deposited into the fund; 3) map areas at high risk for drinking
water contamination and process drinking water data provided by local
agencies; and, 4) perform accounting and other administrative tasks.
In their analysis of the budget proposal, the LAO provided their bottom line: “The
administration proposes budget trailer legislation to implement a significant new
policy that would impose new charges on water system customers and certain
agricultural entities to implement a new financial assistance program to address
unsafe drinking water. We identify three issues for the Legislature to consider as
it deliberates on the proposal: (1) consistency with the state’s human right to
water policy, (2) uncertainty about the estimated revenues that would be
generated by the proposal and the amount of funding needed to address the
problem, and (3) consistency with the polluter pays principle.”
Attachments:
Jonathan London, Amanda Fencl, Sara Watterson, Jennifer Jarin, Alfonso
Aranda, Aaron King, Camille Pannu, Phoebe Seaton, Laurel Firestone, Mia
Dawson, Peter Nguyen (2018). The Struggle for Water Justice in California’s
San Joaquin Valley: A Focus on Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities.
Davis, CA: UC Davis Center for Regional Change.
Analysis of SB 623 (Monning) of 2017, Assembly Environmental Safety and
Toxic Materials Committee
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Existing Funding for Water-Related Activities
Most Water-Related Funding Generated at Local Level. According to
the Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC), cumulative spending on
water-related projects and activites is about $33 billion annually. Of this,
about $28 billion, or 85 percent of the statewide total, is from local sources.
■

Typical local funding sources include (1) fees for water and sewer
services, (2) property taxes and assessments, (3) developer fees,
(4) other local tax and fee revenues dedicated to water-related
activities, and (5) local government general fund.

State and Federal Governments Also Provide Some Funding. PPIC estimates
that annual spending is about $4 billion from state sources
(12 percent of total) and $1 billion from federal sources (3 percent of total).
This includes state-level expenditures and local assistance grants from state
and federal sources.
■

Most state expenditures are from-or for paying back-general
obligation (GO) bonds.
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Recent Bond Funding for Natural Resources
Natural Resources General Obligation Bonds Approved by Voters Since 2000
(Dollars in Millions) Date

Proposition
12

March 2000

13

March 2000

40

March 2002

50

November 2002

1E

November 2006

Primary Purposes
Parks and habitat protection Water
supply and flood protection
Habitat protection, water quality, and parks Coastal
protection, Delta, water supply and quality Flood
protection

Water quality, habitat protection, flood protection, and parks
Water supply, habitat protection, and waterquality
Habitat protection, parks, and flood protection

a Reflects amounts authorized by voters as adjusted by Proposition 1 and Proposition 68.

84
1

November 2006

Total

.,.

Amount
$2,100
1,884
2,597
3,345
3,990
5,266
7,465

··· -

November 2014

68

_·-

4,100

$31 Billion in General Obligation Bonds Approved in Prior Two Decades.
SinceJune
2000,
2018voters have approved about $31 billion in GO bonds in statewide $30,747
elections to pay for different types of water, natural resources, and
environmental protection-related projects.
GO Bond Debt Service Is a Large General Fund Expense in the
Resources Area. In general, the state pays more in the long run when it relies
on bond debt because of the added interest costs. For each $1 borrowed, the
state generally pays about $1.30 in debt service (when adjusted for inflation).
The Governor's 2019-20 budget includes roughly $1 billion from the General
Fund to repay resources-related GO bond debt.
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Recent Bond Funding for Water
Recent Bond Funding for Water-Related Activities
(In Millions)

Proposition 68 {2018)
Proposition
$2,7001 {2014)

Water storage

1,496
900
645
520
510
395
200
100

Watershed and ecosystem protection and restoration
Sustainable groundwater management
Water recycling and desalination
Drinking water quality
Integrated Regional Water Management Flood
management
Stormwater management
Water use efficiency

$1,497
400
80
220

$7,465

Totals

-

460
100
20
$2,777

Two Most Recent Bonds Included Total of Over $10 Billion for
Water-Related Activities. Proposition 1 and Proposition 68 provided funding for
several categories of activities.
Most Funding Has Been Committed or Appropriated for Projects. Almost
90 percent of Proposition 1 funding has been appropriated, with most of that
committed to specific projects. If the Governor's 2019-20 proposed budget is
approved, over half of Proposition 68 funds will have been appropriated in
the first two fiscal years since its passage.
Bonds Typically Used for Larger Projects That Provide Long-Term
Benefits. Bonds typically fund larger infrastructure projects. Since infrastructure
typically provides services over many years, it is reasonable for both current and
future taxpayers to help pay for it. Additionally, the large
costs of major projects can be difficult to pay for all at once. Bond funds are
not typically used for ongoing activities like operations and maintenance.
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Key Legislative Options to Increase Funding
for Water-Related Activities
Despite existing funding from local sources and state GO bonds, the
state and local agencies face increasing costs and funding challenges for
water-related activities. The Legislature has considered various options for
increasing such funding, including from:

State-Level Funding Sources
The Legislature could pursue options to generate new state-level revenues,
including:
■ Regulatory Fee. Impose fee on pollutants (for example, on fertilizer)
specifically to cover state costs associated with addressing
environmental damage caused by those pollutants.

■

Polluter Charge. Impose charge based on potential contaminant,
such as chemicals (for example, on pesticides).

■

Water Use Tax. Impose tax on consumers, for example based on
amount of water used. Revenues could be allocated by state or
maintained at local level where generated.

■

Broad Special Tax. Impose tax, such as new sales tax increment, to
be dedicated for specific water-related activities.

■

General Fund. Increase existing spending levels, potentially including
new GO bond.

Local-Level Funding Sources
The Legislature could pursue options that would provide local agencies the
authority to potentially generate new local-level revenues, including:

■
■

Water-Related Fees. Amend State Constitution to modify approval
process for fees for certain activities (such as stormwater or flood
protection).
Differential Water Rates. Amend State Constitution to modify
cost-of-service requirements and allow agencies to charge different
rates for different types of water users.
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Important Considerations Around Water
Funding Options
Determining how to fund various water-related activities can depend on many
factors. Key questions in considering the most appropriate funding option
such as state-level funds, locally generated revenues, or a mix of funding
sources-include:

Problem and Activities
■ What is the cause of the problem to be addressed? Who are the
responsible parties?
■ What types of activities or projects would address the problem?

Beneficiaries
■ How broadly would benefits of activities accrue (at the state, regional,
or local level)?
■ Would activities result in broad public benefits or more limited
regional or private benefits?

Nexus Between Activities and Funding Sources
■ What entities would pay and at what rates?
■

How closely linked are the sources of new funding with the activities
the funds would support? How closely aligned are the potential
payers with the responsible parties or potential beneficiaries?

Revenues
■

How much revenue is needed to support intended activities?

■

How stable or variable would annual revenues be?
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California’s Inland Flood Control System and Emergency Preparedness

Background: Flooding in California. California has experienced destructive flood events
throughout its history. Though the last water year with major, widespread flooding was 1997 (the
New Year’s Day floods, when 120,000 people were evacuated and 23,000 homes and businesses
flooded), there have been several recent local flood disasters such as the Oroville Spillway in
2017 and the Russian River floods this winter. Since 1992, every county in California has been
declared a federal disaster area at least once for a flooding event. Estimates suggest more than
7.3 million people and structures valued at nearly $600 billion statewide are located in areas that
have at least a 1-in-500 probability of flooding in any given year. In the Central Valley alone,
nearly one-in-three residents and crops worth nearly $6 billion are in flood risk areas. Factoring
in future development and climate change plus potential losses to key infrastructure, those
figures could climb much higher. Despite their damaging potential, in some cases floods can
have positive effects including replenishing groundwater basins, creating habitat for fish and
wildlife, and improving water quality by flushing out contaminants.
Flood Management Infrastructure and Responsibilities. Local, federal, and state agencies
have developed a variety of physical structures to regulate flood flows including levees,
channels, and weirs to convey and control floodwaters as well as dams, reservoirs, and bypasses
to collect or store water. Physical structures are sometimes paired with nonstructural approaches
– like limiting development in floodplains – for flood management. Flood infrastructure across
California includes more than 20,000 miles of levees and channels and more than 1,500 dams
and reservoirs. Most of these facilities are owned and managed by local governments, reflecting
the history of how the facilities were developed and aligning primary responsibility for the
projects with their beneficiaries. A recent report estimated that flood management
responsibilities are spread across over 1,300 local agencies across the state.
Over 1,600 miles of levees, four dams, five major weirs, and seven bypasses are overseen by the
state and are considered part of the State Plan of Flood Control system (SPFC), a system of flood
protection infrastructure along the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers and their main tributaries.
The Central Valley Flood Protection Board (CVFPB) oversees SPFC facilities and levees (often
called project levees) on behalf of the state. For most segments of SPFC levees, the state has
developed formal agreements with local governments to handle regular operations and
maintenance responsibilities. The Department of Water Resources maintains approximately 300
miles of SPFC levee segments not covered by such agreements.
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With the exception of around 20 dams and reservoirs operated by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) or the Bureau of Reclamation, the federal government generally does not
directly operate or maintain flood control facilities in California. The USACE does inspect
federally constructed levees for compliance with federal standards, while the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) operates the National Flood Insurance Program, which includes
mapping flood risk and establishing floodplain management standards.

State Actions on Flood Control. In 2003, a state appellate court found the state responsible for
the February 1986 Linda Levee failure on the Yuba River just upstream of Marysville. Although
the levee was constructed by local entities and improved twice by the USACE, Paterno v. State
of California held that the state undertook liability when it assumed control of the levee in 1953
from the USACE. As a result of the Paterno case, California paid $464 million in damages to the
nearly 3,000 plaintiffs and the standard of care applicable to the State for the protection and
maintenance of the levee and flood system was greatly increased.
Hurricane Katrina striking New Orleans in 2005, and serious flooding in Northern California in
2006, served as reminders of the continuing vulnerability of the State's flood control system. As
a response to these disasters and the Paterno ruling, the Legislature took a series of actions in
2006-2007 which included approving two general obligation bonds and a package of six flood
protection bills. The flood legislation package that was signed by former Governor
Schwarzenegger in 2007 included state and local planning requirements, higher flood protection
standards, local development requirements, and updated flood risk mapping goals.
As part of the legislation, the CVFPB was required to adopt an integrated flood management
plan, the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan (Flood Plan), for the Sacramento-San Joaquin
River Flood Management System by July 2012. On June 29, 2012, the CVFPB unanimously
adopted the Flood Plan, which the CVFPB states, "provides conceptual guidance to reduce the
risk of flooding for about one million people and $70 billion in infrastructure, homes, and
businesses with a goal of providing 200-year (a 1-in-200 chance of flooding in any year)
protection to urban areas, and reducing flood risks to small communities and rural agricultural
lands." The CVFPB’s adoption of the Flood Plan triggered the requirement that cities and
counties incorporate data and analysis from the Flood Plan into their general plans by 2014 and
update their zoning ordinances by 2015 to prohibit development on property within a flood
hazard zone unless the required levels of flood protection are met.
The first 5-year update to the Flood Plan was released in 2017 and included recommendations on
investments and policies to support comprehensive flood risk management actions locally,
regionally, and system wide. The report noted that since 2012 improvements had been
implemented to about 220 miles of urban SPFC levees (out of 300 miles) and about 100 miles of
non-urban SPFC levees (out of 1,300 miles) but also estimated that investments totaling $17 to
$21 billion are needed over the next 30 years to maintain adequate flood management.

Flood Control Funding. A 2017 Legislative Analyst’s Office report, Managing Floods in
California, notes that estimating flood management funding needs is difficult for multiple
reasons but points to two studies that estimate local, state, and federal spending ranges between
$2.2 and $2.8 billion annually, with nearly two-thirds the funding coming from local sources.
Since 2006, the Legislature and voters have authorized over $5.5 billion for flood management
activities. These bonds included Proposition 1E, the Disaster Preparedness and Flood Prevention
Bond Act of 2006, and Proposition 84, the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply,
Flood Control, River and Coastal Bond Act of 2006. Proposition 1E allocated $3.8 billion for
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various flood management activities and Proposition 84 provided an additional $800 million for
flood control projects and planning. More recently voters approved Proposition 1, the Water
Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014, which allotted $395 million for
flood protection, and Proposition 68, the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal
Protection, and Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018, which included $550 million for flood
protection and repair.

Emergency Preparedness and Response. The California Governor’s Office of Emergency
Services (Cal OES) is responsible for addressing natural, technological, or manmade disasters
and emergencies, and preparing the State to prevent, respond to, quickly recover from, and
mitigate the effects of both intentional and natural disasters. As part of their overall preparedness
mission, Cal OES is required to develop a State Emergency Plan (SEP), State Hazard Mitigation
Plan (SHMP), and maintains Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS) and the
Emergency Management Mutual Aid System (EMMA). Cal OES, in coordination with FEMA
and local partners, has developed four Catastrophic Plans to augment the State Emergency Plan.
State Emergency Plan: The SEP describes how response to natural or human-caused emergencies
occurs in California. The plan is a requirement of the California Emergency Services Act, and
describes methods for conducting emergency operations, the process for rendering mutual aid,
emergency services of government agencies, how resources are mobilized, how the public is
informed, and how continuity of government is maintained during emergency. The SEP further
describes hazard mitigation, as well as preparedness and recovery from disasters.
State Hazard Mitigation Plan: The 2018 SHMP is the state’s primary hazard mitigation guidance
document and builds upon the state’s commitment to reduce or eliminate potential risks and
impacts of natural and human-caused disasters to help communities with their mitigation and
disaster resiliency efforts. The 2018 plan includes: an updated statewide risk assessment, disaster
history, and statistics; recent mitigation progress, success stories, and best practices; updated
state hazard mitigation goals, objectives, and strategies; and updated climate mitigation progress
and adaptation strategies. Flooding is considered one of the three primary hazards in California,
along with earthquake and wildfire.
California’s Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS): In order to respond to
frequent and multiple disasters occurring anytime and anywhere in the state, it is important that
emergency response agencies operate within a clear and consistent organizational structure.
SEMS is the cornerstone of California’s emergency response system and the fundamental
structure for the response phase of emergency management. The system unifies all elements of
California’s emergency management community into a single integrated system and standardizes
key elements. Elemental to SEMS are:
1) Incident Command System (ICS) – A field-level emergency response system based on
management by objectives;
2) Multi-/Inter-agency coordination – Affected agencies working together to coordinate
allocations of resources and emergency response activities;
3) Mutual aid – A system for obtaining additional emergency resources from non-affected
jurisdictions; and
4) Operational Area Concept – County and its sub-divisions to coordinate damage
information, resource requests and emergency response.
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Emergency Management Mutual Aid (EMMA) System: The purpose of EMMA system is to
provide emergency management personnel and technical specialists to support the disaster
operations of affected jurisdictions during an emergency. One of the primary objectives is to
provide emergency management personnel and technical specialists from unaffected areas to
support local jurisdictions, Operational Areas, and regional emergency operations during
emergencies.

United State Geological Survey’s ARkStorm Scenario. In 2010, the USGS led a
multidisciplinary team of leading earth scientists, engineers, and social scientists to create the
ARKStorm Scenario: a detailed and realistic depiction of how a severe winter storm could affect
the state. The ARkStorm Scenario shows that atmospheric rivers represent a nearly existential
threat to California's people, economy, and culture. It is well established that climate change is
raising the ocean temperatures that power atmospheric rivers, making an event like the
ARkStorm more realistic, the threat more grave, and the likely losses greater. California has
recently experienced the same levels of precipitation postulated by the scenario. The main
difference between the recent storms and ARkStorm was one of duration – the number of days
over which the rainfall occurred – not the total amount of precipitation.
The ARkStorm storm is patterned after the 1861-62 historical events but uses modern modeling
methods and data from large storms in 1969 and 1986. The ARkStorm draws heat and moisture
from the tropical Pacific, forming a series of atmospheric rivers that approach the ferocity of
hurricanes and then slam into the U.S. West Coast over several weeks. Atmospheric rivers are
relatively narrow regions in the atmosphere that are responsible for most of the horizontal
transport of water vapor outside of the tropics.
In contrast to U.S. East and Gulf Coast hurricanes, only recently have scientific and
technological advances documented the ferocity and strength of possible future West Coast
storms. ARkStorm is intended to elevate the visibility of the very real threats to human life,
property, and ecosystems posed by extreme storms on the U.S. West Coast. This enhanced
visibility will help increase the preparedness of the emergency management community and the
public to such storms.
The plausibility of ARkStorm was demonstrated during winter-spring 2017, when a droughtbusting and record-breaking series of 68 atmospheric-river storms reached the West Coast to
produce as much precipitation as simulated in the 23-day ARkStorm scenario. Because the 2017
precipitation fell over 80 days instead of 23 days, the Central Valley was not flooded 200 miles
long and 12 to 20 miles wide as expected under the ARkStorm. However, the cascading
consequences associated with the atmospheric rivers, floods, wildfire fuel production, and fire
and debris-flows, aligned closely with the ARkStorm scenario.

Northern California Catastrophic Flood Response Plan (NCFRP). The NCCFRP is the latest
and fourth catastrophic plan for California and provides a framework outlining how local, state,
and federal governments will respond and coordinate in anticipation of and following a
catastrophic flood event, with emphasis on impacts to the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. This
framework has structured objectives that enable a phased response approach to meet the needs of
the affected communities. The plan focuses on establishing response organizations with the
readiness to act in support of affected communities.
This plan was developed in accordance with the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Emergency
Preparedness Act of 2008. That act required Cal OES to develop an emergency preparedness and
response strategy for the Delta Region to include the development of a catastrophic flood plan.
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Cal OES developed this plan in coordination with the Department of Water Resources, numerous
state agencies, FEMA, and other federal agencies, and expanded the planning to the following
ten counties: Butte, Colusa, Contra Costa, Glenn, Sacramento, San Joaquin, Solano, Sutter, Yolo
and Yuba.

KEY STATE, FEDERAL AND LOCAL ENTITIES IN CALIFORNIA
WITH FLOOD MANAGEMENT FUNCTIONS
California Central Valley Flood Control Association (CCVFCA) – The CCVFCA represents
many local flood control partners. The CCVFCA was established in 1926 to promote the
common interests of its membership in maintaining effective flood control systems in
California's Central Valley for the protection of life, property and the environment. Membership
in the CCVFCA is limited to public agencies such as reclamation, flood control, levee
maintenance, drainage and other special districts, and local government agencies.
California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) – Cal OES is responsible for the
coordination of overall state agency response to major disasters. The office is responsible for
assuring the state's readiness to respond to and recover from all hazards – natural, manmade, and
war-caused emergencies and disasters – and for assisting local governments in their emergency
preparedness, response, recovery, and hazard mitigation efforts. In that role, Cal OES is a critical
partner in preparing for flood and in coordinating state and local flood response efforts.
California Water Commission (CWC) – The CWC provides a public forum for discussing
water issues, advises the Director of the Department of Water Resources on matters within the
Department's jurisdiction, approves rules and regulations, and monitors and reports on the
construction and operation of the State Water Project. The Water Quality, Supply, and
Infrastructure Improvement Act (Proposition 1), approved by voters in 2014, gave the CWC
responsibilities regarding the distribution of public funds for the public benefits of water storage
projects. The CWC presents its views to the U.S. Congress appropriations committees on
funding for flood control or reclamation projects being planned or constructed in California by
the United States Army Corps of Engineers or the Bureau of Reclamation.
Central Valley Flood Protection Board (CVFPB) – The CVFPB is responsible for planning,
managing and protecting the State Plan of Flood Control. These are the flood control features
(levees, floodways, etc.) for which the State government has statutory responsibilities, also called
project levees. Levees that are private or belong to local agencies are called non-project levees.
The CVFPB helps plan new flood control features, maintains existing features, and enforces
against incompatible projects and activities in the flood way or on (or in) flood control structures.
This can include things such as pipes through levees or backyard swimming pools that encroach
into State-held easements next to levees.
Delta Protection Commission (DPC) – The DPC promotes the protection of life and property
through the maintenance and improvement of Delta levees, and by facilitating coordinated
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emergency preparedness and response. This includes long-term planning for ongoing, cumulative
levee improvements to address new issues as they arise over time. As directed by SB 27
(Simitian, 2008), the DPC continues to work to facilitate an inter-agency unified command
system and response strategy for the Delta region, as well as on implementation of an all-hazard
emergency response exercise in the Delta.
Delta Stewardship Council (DSC) – The Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta is an expansive
inland river delta and estuary in Northern California. Much of the water supply for central and
southern California is derived from here via pumps located at the southern end of the Delta,
which deliver water for irrigating about 3 million acres in the San Joaquin Valley and municipal
water supply for about 25 million people in southern California. The Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta Reform Act of 2009 (SB X7-1, Simitian, 2009), among other actions, created the DSC and
tasked it with coming up with a long-term plan for the Delta (the Delta Plan) that balances water
supply and ecosystem restoration while respecting the Delta's intrinsic value as a place. The Act
also required the DSC, in consultation with the CVFPB, to recommend priorities in the Delta
Plan for state investments in both project and non-project Delta levees. In response, the DSC
launched the Delta Levees Investment Strategy.
Department of Water Resources (DWR) – The DWR manages California's water resources,
systems, and infrastructure. With regard to floods, the DWR plans for and improves the flood
management system; maintains levees; provides emergency preparedness and response; and
forecasts river levels based on weather conditions. The DWR administers bond dollars for both
Integrated Regional Water Management Projects, some of which can have stormwater or flood
components, as well as flood subventions funds.
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) – FEMA's primary purpose is to
coordinate the response to a disaster that has occurred in the United States and that overwhelms
the resources of local and state authorities. In addition, FEMA provides state and local
governments with experts in specialized fields and funding for rebuilding efforts. FEMA
provides funds for training of response personnel throughout the United States and its territories
as part of the agency's preparedness effort.
United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) – The USACE is the State's federal partner
for project levees. The USACE's roles include funding, building projects, fighting floods, and
helping rebuild after floods. Under Public Law 84-99 Flood Control and Coastal Emergencies
(PL 84-99), the Chief of the USACE, acting for the Secretary of the Army, is authorized to
undertake activities including disaster preparedness, advance measures, emergency operations
(flood response and post flood response), rehabilitation of flood control works threatened or
destroyed by flood, protection or repair of federally authorized shore protective works threatened
or damaged by coastal storm, and provisions of emergency water due to drought or contaminated
source. PL 84-99 also sets certain construction and maintenance requirements for flood control
structures, with consequences for states and local agencies for failing to meet these standards.
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Tuesday, February 11, 2020
9:30 a.m. -- State Capitol, Room 444
INFORMATIONAL HEARING
What Happens to Water Supplies During Power Shutoffs?

BACKGROUND
Power shutoffs. Storms, wildfires, earthquakes, or other disasters can affect California’s electric
infrastructure and lead to unplanned power outages lasting various amounts of time. In
particular, California has experienced increasingly frequent and destructive wildfires in the last
decade. Eight of the twenty most destructive fires in California history, as determined by CAL
FIRE, have been attributed to power lines. With forecasts of high winds in the autumn of 2019,
the three largest electric utilities proactively cut power to lines to reduce the likelihood that
their infrastructure would cause or contribute to a wildfire under the anticipated high winds.
These planned de-energization events, or Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) events, ranged
from a few hours to a week and affected 40 of California’s 58 counties.
PSPS events and unplanned power outages leave many critical facilities, including water
and wastewater facilities, without power from the grid. Electric utilities occasionally shut
off power to respond to specific localized incidents or planned maintenance, and many
water and wastewater agencies are prepared for these occasional and short-term power
outages. Preparing for more frequent, longer-lasting power outages, however, presents
important challenges.

Water and wastewater systems require energy. Water supply, conveyance, treatment,
distribution, and wastewater collection and treatment can all require energy inputs. In
California, these processes require about two percent of the state’s total energy use each
year. In most cases, pumping requires the most energy throughout the stages of the water
process. The amount of energy required to maintain water and wastewater services varies
depending on the agency, amount of water pumped from sources (such as aquifers), the
distance between users, and the topography of the land. For example, using gravity rather
than electric pumps greatly reduces the amount of energy needed in water systems.

Water and wastewater systems during power shutoffs: efforts to prepare. Many water and
wastewater agencies have developed specific plans for power shutoff events and have been able
to maintain continuous service to their customers, though not without challenges and setbacks.
Most of these plans involve the purchase, rental, or sharing of backup generators, which must
then be maintained, tested, deployed, and installed. Many agencies developed protocols for
ensuring overtime staffing of their facilities. Upon notification of a power shutoff, these plans
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often include filling and maintaining water tanks near capacity, fueling generators and acquiring
extra fuel, and notifying the public with guidelines about water use and conservation.
On the longer time scale, some agencies have adopted plans to reduce energy consumption in
their systems. These plans may include storing water in higher elevation reservoirs so
distribution can use gravity rather than electric pumps, promoting overall water efficiency by
water users, and improving energy efficiency within water infrastructure. Some agencies have
explored using distributed energy, or an independent energy source that does not rely on the
grid, such as solar, wind, battery banks, etc., to improve water and wastewater resiliency to
energy interruptions. Finally, water agencies have been managing the vegetation around water
facilities to protect their infrastructure from fires.

Challenges. Based on their experiences responding to the 2019 power shutoffs, water
agencies have reported several challenges in preparing for and responding to power
shutoffs. These challenges include, but are not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Communications in advance of planned power shutoffs;
Affordability or availability of generators;
Regulatory restrictions on testing and run time of generators;
Lacking another power contingency in the event of backup power failure;
Funding, both to support long-term investments into the water systems and for
staffing facilities, fueling generators, etc., during a power shutoff;
Increases in water consumption during shutoff events by the public, firefighting,
etc.; and
Communications in advance of re-energization.

Implications for Californians. Consequences of complete power loss on water utilities are
severe. Without operational pumps in the water treatment and distribution processes, residents
can lose access to water for consumption and cooking, local health care facilities and restaurants
may close, and firefighting capabilities may be impeded. Without sufficient water pressure in the
system, drinking water distribution systems can become contaminated from surrounding soil and
groundwater. Without operational pumps in the wastewater collection and treatment processes,
sewage can back up into homes, and untreated sewage may need to be stored until treatment can
resume or directly discharged into rivers and streams. These consequences can cascade and cause
further infrastructure damage or failure, posing additional risks to public health and the
environment.

This hearing is intended to provide the Legislature and the public the opportunity to hear from
the water community and emergency response agencies about the challenges they have faced
responding to, and planning for, power shutoffs, as well as strategies, lessons learned, and
solutions they can share.
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BILLS BY ISSUE AREA
Fish and Wildlife
AB-44 (Friedman) - Fur products: prohibition.
Makes it unlawful to sell, offer for sale, display for sale, trade or otherwise distribute for
monetary or nonmonetary consideration a fur product in the state, or to manufacture a
fur product in the state for sale, with specified exceptions, as of January 1, 2023. A
violation of these prohibitions would subject a person to civil penalties, as provided.
Status: Chapter 764, Statutes of 2019

AB-202 (Mathis) - Endangered species: conservation: California State Safe
Harbor Agreement Program Act.
Deletes the January 1, 2020, repeal date of the California State Safe Harbor Agreement
Program Act and extends the program indefinitely.
Status: Died - Senate Natural Resources and Water

AB-256 (Aguiar-Curry) - Wildlife: California Winter Rice Habitat Incentive
Program.
Revises the provisions of the California Winter Rice Habitat Incentive Program.
Specifically, the bill, revises the definition of “productive agricultural rice lands that are
winter-flooded.” The bill requires an agreement by the owner or the lessee to restore,
enhance, and protect the waterfowl habitat character of an established number of acres
of described land that may be annually rotated provided that the minimum contracted
acreage amount is achieved for each of the contracted winter flooding seasons. The bill
also authorizes the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) to enter into agreements
with qualified entities that possess demonstrated experience and understanding of
California rice farming practices and wildlife-related conservation practices to administer
the conservation contracts on behalf of the DFW.
Status: Chapter 420, Statutes of 2019

AB-273 (Gonzalez) - Fur-bearing and nongame mammals: recreational and
commercial fur trapping: prohibition.
Prohibits the trapping of any fur-bearing mammal or nongame mammal, as defined, for
purposes of recreation or commerce in fur. The bill also prohibits the purchasing or sale
of raw fur, as well as products or handicraft items made from fur-bearing mammals and
nongame mammals. The bill removes the authorization for the sale of raw fur provided
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by a trapping license, and eliminates fur dealer and fur agent licenses.
Status: Chapter 216, Statutes of 2019

AB-284 (Frazier) - Junior hunting licenses: eligibility: age requirement.
Permanently expands the sale of junior hunting licenses from persons who are under 16
years of age to persons who are under 18 years of age. The license price, including
certain fees, for the July 1, 2018, through June 30, 2019, period for residents at least 18
years of age is $48.34 and for persons under 18 years of age is $12.70.
Status: Assembly-Died - Appropriations

AB-454 (Kalra) - Migratory birds: Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
Makes it unlawful to take or possess any migratory nongame bird, or any part of a
migratory nongame bird, as designated in the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)
before January 1, 2017, or that may be designated after January 1, 2017. The bill allows
take or possession under rules and regulations adopted by the United States Secretary
of the Interior under the federal MBTA before January 1, 2017, or subsequent rules or
regulations adopted after January 1, 2017, unless those rules or regulations are
inconsistent with the Fish and Game Code. As of January 20, 2025, the provisions of
this bill become inoperative, and the existing provisions of law regarding the taking or
possession of any migratory nongame bird as designated in the federal MBTA are
reenacted.
Status: Chapter 349, Statutes of 2019

AB-527 (Voepel) - Importation, possession, or sale of endangered wildlife.
Extends a sunset for ten years, until 2030, the existing provision that permits the
commercial importation, possession with intent to sell, and sale in California of the dead
body, or parts or products from the dead body, of a non-protected crocodile or alligator.
Requires that any products made from alligators or crocodiles sold in California be
accompanied by a disclosure that states that the product was made with material
sourced in compliance with the Convention for the International Trade of Endangered
Species, with failure to do so being punishable as a misdemeanor.
Status: Died – Assembly Appropriations

AB-883 (Dahle) - Fish and wildlife: catastrophic wildfires: report.
Requires the Department of Fish and Wildlife to study, investigate, and report to the
Legislature, on or before December 31, 2020, and by December 31 each year
thereafter, on the impacts on wildlife and wildlife habitat resulting from any catastrophic
wildfire, defined as having burned 10,000 acres or more. The report shall include
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information on the impacts on ecosystems, biodiversity, and protected species.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-912 (Muratsuchi) - Marine invasive species: ballast water and biofouling
management requirements.
Revises and recasts ballast water management law, including delaying dates by which
the owner or operator of a vessel must implement interim and final performance
standards (zero detectable living organisms) for the discharge of ballast water; requiring
the State Lands Commission (SLC) to adopt regulations implementing federal
performance standards for the discharge of ballast water; and, authorizing the SLC to
take samples of ballast water, sediment, and biofouling from arriving vessels for
research purposes. The bill was double referred to Environmental Safety and Toxic
Materials Committee and Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee. Due to time constraints,
this committee waived presentation.
Status: Chapter 443, Statutes of 2019

AB-1040 (Muratsuchi) - Protection of cetaceans: unlawful activities.
Makes it unlawful to hold a cetacean in captivity, whether wild caught or captive bred,
for any purpose. The bill would define cetacean to mean a whale, dolphin, and porpoise
in the order Cetacea. The bill would authorize a cetacean located in the state on an
unspecified date to continue to be held in captivity for its current purpose and, after an
unspecified date, to continue to be used for educational presentations.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-1227 (Obernolte) - Health and human services: information sharing:
administrative actions.
As originally introduced and referred to the Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife
Committee, requires a resident or a nonresident, 16 years of age or older, upon
payment of a specified fee, to be issued a sport fishing license for the period of 12
consecutive months beginning on the date specified on the license, instead of for the
period of a calendar year, or the remainder thereof. The bill would require the
Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) to collect all relevant and appropriate
information necessary to justify the amount of the sport fishing license fees, including
information about enforcement costs. The bill would require the DFW to submit to the
Legislature a written report on the implementation of the new licensing period with
specified information. The provisions of this bill would be operative beginning January 1,
2022, until January 1, 2027, except for a change regarding the Automated License Data
System, which would be operative on January 1, 2020. Amendments changed the bill to
relate to health and human services: information sharing: administrative actions, which
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places the bill out of the jurisdiction of the committee.
Status: As amended, no longer within the jurisdiction of the committee.

AB-1254 (Kamlager-Dove) - Bobcats: take prohibition.
Suspends the hunting, trapping or other take of bobcats until no earlier than January 1,
2025, and until certain conditions are met, and if, upon appropriation by the Legislature,
the Fish and Game Commission authorizes renewed hunting of bobcats.
Status: Chapter 766, Statutes of 2019

AB-1260 (Maienschein) - Endangered wildlife.
Prohibits importation and the sale of the dead body, body part, or product of an iguana,
skink, caiman, hippopotamus, or a Teju, Ring or Nile lizard beginning January 1, 2022.
Violations are a misdemeanor.
Status: Chapter 767, Statutes of 2019

AB-1298 (Mullin) - Climate Resiliency, Fire Risk Reduction, Recycling,
Groundwater and Drinking Water Supply, Clean Beaches, and Jobs
Infrastructure Bond Act of 2020.
Enacts the Climate Resiliency, Fire Risk Reduction, Recycling, Groundwater and
Drinking Water Supply, Clean Beaches, and Jobs Infrastructure Bond Act of 2020,
which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in an
unspecified amount to finance a climate resiliency, fire risk reduction, recycling,
groundwater and drinking water supply, clean beaches, and jobs infrastructure program.
The bill would require the bond act to be submitted to the voters at the November 3,
2020, statewide general election.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-1387 (Wood) - Sport fishing licenses: 12 consecutive month licenses.
Requires the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW), beginning on January 1, 2021, to
issue sport fishing licenses that expire 12 consecutive months after the date specified
on the license at 130 percent of the cost of a calendar-year license. The bill requires the
DFW to offer an autorenewal option for 12-month license purchasers at the same cost
as a calendar-year license. The DFW is required to report to the Legislature on or
before December 1, 2024, on the implementation of the 12-month licensing provisions.
The provisions of the bill are repealed as of January 1, 2026.
Status: Died - Senate Natural Resources and Water
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AB-1549 (O'Donnell) - Wildlife: deer: Santa Catalina Island: report.
Requires the Department of Fish and Wildlife, in consultation with other relevant state
agencies, local governments, federal agencies, nongovernmental organizations,
landowners, and scientific entities, to develop a report to inform and coordinate
management decisions regarding deer on Santa Catalina Island. The report must be
submitted to the Legislature by January 1, 2022, and include specified information.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-1612 (Quirk) - Department of Fish and Wildlife: Invasive Species
Response Fund.
Establishes the Invasive Species Response Fund in the State Treasury and
continuously appropriates money deposited in the fund to the Department of Fish and
Wildlife (DFW) to respond to nonnative vertebrate species invasions in coordination with
other relevant government agencies. The bill would require any money received by the
DFW from the federal government for the purpose of controlling and eradicating
nonnative vertebrate species to be deposited in the fund.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-1657 (Eduardo Garcia) - Salton Sea: Office of the Salton Sea: Salton Sea
Oversight Committee.
As originally introduced and heard by the Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife
Committee, established an Office of the Salton Sea within the California Natural
Resources Agency, with staff including, but not limited to, persons with expertise in
project management, engineering, scientific and legal issues, and community
engagement. The bill also required the Secretary of Natural Resources to establish a
Salton Sea Oversight Committee subject to the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act.
Amendments taken in the Senate changed the bill to relate to the Blue Ribbon
Commission on Lithium Extraction in California, which places the bill out of the
jurisdiction of the committee.
Status: As amended, no longer within the jurisdiction of the committee.

AB-1788 (Bloom) - Pesticides: use of anticoagulants.
Prohibits the use of second generation anticoagulant rodenticides (SGARs), with
specified exemptions, until the Director of the Department of Pesticide Regulation
(DPR) certifies, as described, a completed reevaluation of SGARs.
Status: Chapter 250, Statutes of 2020
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AB-1949 (Boerner Horvath) - Fisheries: California Ocean Resources
Enhancement and Hatchery Program.
Expands the purpose of the California Ocean Resources Enhancement and Hatchery
Program (OREHP) to encompass any marine fish species important to sport and
commercial fishing. In addition, the bill revises provisions relating to the Ocean
Resources Enhancement Advisory Panel; requires the establishment of an independent
scientific advisory committee; requires an annual public meeting; requires the
consideration of the findings and results of a specified evaluation of the OREHP;
requires the solicitation of input on the OREHP from those who purchase a sport fishing
or commercial fishing ocean enhancement validation; expands the contracting authority
of the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) under the OREHP by authorizing the
DFW to contract with any public or private entity to conduct research projects;
authorizes the DFW to accept volunteer assistance for OREHP operations, as provided;
requires the submission of a report to the Legislature; and sunsets the OREHP as of
January 1, 2028.
Status: Chapter 345, Statutes of 2020

AB-2106 (Aguiar-Curry) - Wildlife habitat: Nesting Bird Habitat Incentive
Program: upland game bird hunting validation: state duck hunting
validation.
Raises duck and upland game bird hunting validation fees by $5 each to fund the
existing, unfunded Nesting Bird Habitat Incentive Program (NBHIP), which incentivizes
landowners to adopt practices that enhance nesting bird habitat. Makes amendments to
the NBHIP.
Status: Died - Senate Appropriations

AB-2194 (Kiley) - United States Senate vacancy.
As originally introduced and referred to the Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife
Committee, required the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) to develop a uniform
protocol for how the DFW will implement its responsibility under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Amendments taken changed the bill to procedures
related to a United States Senate vacancy, which places the bill out of the jurisdiction of
the committee.
Status: As amended, no longer within the jurisdiction of the committee.

AB-2299 (Gallagher) - Free hunting days.
Requires, rather than authorizes, the Director of the Department of Fish and Wildlife to
establish two free hunting days per year, one in the fall and one in the spring, no later
than July 1, 2021. In addition, the bill moves one of the allowed free hunting days from
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the winter hunting season to the spring hunting season.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-2429 (Irwin) - Hunting and fishing guides.
Revises the requirements for obtaining a hunting and fishing guide license. In addition,
the bill increases the amount of the required surety bond for hunting and fishing guides
from $1,000 to $2,500; and requires the Fish and Game Commission, in consultation
with the Department of Fish and Wildlife and licensed guides, to adopt a visual system
of guide identification stickers, as specified, and would require a guide to use the guide
identification sticker when providing guiding or packing services to a client. The bill
makes the provisions of the bill operative on January 1, 2022.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-2518 (Wood) - Voluntary stream restoration landowner liability.
Exempts a landowner from civil liability for property damage or personal injury resulting
from voluntary projects to restore fish and wildlife habitat on their land.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-2519 (Wood) - Conservation projects: grants: advance payments.
Requires advance payment of up to 25 percent of grants awarded for specified types of
projects by the California Natural Resources Agency and the State Water Resources
Control Board when requested by a grant recipient.
Status: Died - Senate Natural Resources and Water

AB-2523 (Gray) - Fish and Game Commission: youth hunting program.
Requires the Fish and Game Commission to establish a program to increase big game,
upland game bird, and migratory game bird hunting opportunities for individuals under
18 years of age who either have a terminal illness or have lost a parent while the parent
was actively serving in the United States Armed Forces or in local, state, or federal law
enforcement or fire service. Requires the Commission to report on the progress of the
program to the Legislature and the Governor by January 1, 2022.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-2574 (Megan Dahle) - Wildlife resources: natural community
conservation plans: public review and comment.
Increases the period of time from 21 calendar days to 21 business days for the public to
review and comment on a proposed natural community conservation plan (NCCP)
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planning agreement prior to approval of the agreement by the Department of Fish and
Wildlife.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-2607 (Mathis) - Department of Fish and Wildlife: Office of the
Ombudsperson.
Establishes the Office of the Ombudsperson, as specified, to address complaints from
the public and resolve disputes with the Department of Fish and Wildlife.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-2697 (Muratsuchi) - Department of Fish and Wildlife: Kelp Restoration
and Resilience Program: Kelp Restoration Science Advisory Committee.
Establishes the Kelp Restoration and Resilience Program within the Department of Fish
and Wildlife (DFW) and requires the DFW, when implementing the program, to consider
approaches that provide multiple co-benefits, including, but not limited to, improving
commercial fisheries, improving water quality, reducing ocean acidification, and
incorporating carbon dioxide removal and long-term carbon sequestration. In addition,
the bill requires the Director of the DFW to establish a Kelp Restoration Science
Advisory Committee by January 1, 2022, to advise the DFW on the implementation of
the Kelp Restoration and Resilience Program and to conduct other tasks, as specified.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-3005 (Robert Rivas) - Leroy Anderson Dam and Reservoir: permitting,
and public contracting.
Expedites permitting and contracting requirements in order to facilitate the replacement
of the Leroy Anderson Dam and Reservoir in Santa Clara County.
Status: Vetoed
Governor's Veto Message:
I am returning Assembly Bill 3005 without my signature.
This bill would modify contracting requirements and prescribe expedited California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review and regulatory processes for various state
agencies to facilitate projects for the Leroy Anderson Dam and Reservoir.
Notwithstanding the importance of completing projects at the Anderson Dam, the bill
sets unrealistic timelines for state entities to expedite deliverables. This will require staff
to be diverted away from other critical projects throughout the state that are going
through the CEQA process. Although the Anderson Dam projects are a key element of
dam safety, it is problematic to set a precedent for a special process and timeline for
one project that may undermine the quality of review by departments.
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Furthermore, a public works project of this magnitude will have significant environmental
impacts, and therefore, review through the full CEQA process is necessary.

AB-3022 (Obernolte) - Junior hunting licenses: eligibility: age requirement.
Extends a July 1, 2020 sunset by one year such that 16- and 17-year-olds remain
eligible for junior hunting licenses.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-3071 (Mullin) - Lead ammunition: shooting ranges.
Prohibits the sale or use of lead ammunition at sport shooting or indoor shooting
ranges.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-3143 (Maienschein) - Endangered wildlife: stingrays.
Prohibits the commercial importation or sale of stingray parts or products in California
commencing January 1, 2022, with exceptions for stingrays or parts lawfully landed in
California pursuant to a commercial fishing permit or authorization. Violators are guilty
of a misdemeanor.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-3252 (Megan Dahle) - California State Safe Harbor Agreement Program
Act: notice.
Clarifies that the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) must provide a landowner at
least seven business days’ notice when accessing private land or water being managed
under a safe harbor agreement.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-3296 (Kiley) - California Environmental Quality Act: Department of Fish
and Wildlife: review of environmental documents: revenue and cost
tracking and accounting.
Requires the Department of Fish and Wildlife to separately track and account for
revenues collected for the review of environmental documents, and costs incurred, in
the department's capacity as a responsible agency or trustee agency under the
California Environmental Quality Act.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife
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AJR-8 (Quirk) - Invasive species: federal Nutria Eradication and Control Act
of 2003.
Encourages the Congress of the United States to reauthorize the Nutria Eradication and
Control Act of 2003, add California as an eligible state under the act, and authorize an
appropriation of $4 million to help the state implement a nutria eradication program.
Status: Resolution Chapter 117, Statutes of 2019

SB-62 (Dodd) - Endangered species: accidental take associated with
routine and ongoing agricultural activities: state safe harbor agreements.
Extends the sunset date on the authority for accidental take of listed species in the
course of otherwise lawful and routine agricultural activities until January 1, 2024, and
requires the reporting of known instances of accidental take to the Department of Fish
and Wildlife within ten days. Extends the California State Safe Harbor Agreement
Program Act indefinitely by deleting the January 1, 2020, repeal date.
Status: Chapter 137, Statutes of 2019

SB-69 (Wiener) - Ocean Resiliency Act of 2019.
Enacts the Ocean Resiliency Act to improve and protect the health of watersheds and
the Pacific Ocean along the coastline of California in response to climate change. This
bill makes various changes to state law on oceans, rivers, watersheds, and
watercourses, including:
1) Requiring the Department of Fish and Wildlife to undertake various efforts to improve
salmonid habitat and increase hatchery survival rates.
2) Requiring the California Air Resources Board, in coordination with other specified
agencies, to develop and implement a voluntary vessel speed reduction incentive
program for the Santa Barbara Channel and San Francisco Bay area regions to reduce
air pollution, the risk of fatal vessel strikes on whales, and harmful underwater acoustic
impacts.
3) Requiring the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection to evaluate and update
forest practice rules that establish requirements specific to watersheds with listed
anadromous salmonids, and requiring erosion control plans on ground with an extreme
erosion hazard rating.
4) Making the policy of the state that all state coastal wetland programs and polices
ensure an overall net gain of coastal wetlands, and requiring the California Natural
Resources Agency to update the coastal wetlands resources report, as specified; issue
the updated report on or before January 1, 2023; and update the report once every five
years thereafter.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations
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SB-262 (McGuire) - Marine resources: commercial fishing and aquaculture:
regulation of operations.
Makes various changes to provisions relating to commercial fishing landing fees, sea
cucumber permits, mariculture permitting, the commercial salmon fishing review board,
vessel permit transfers, and the Dungeness crab trap retrieval program.
Status: Chapter 472, Statutes of 2019

SB-313 (Hueso) - Animals: prohibition on use in circuses.
Prohibits circuses, as defined and specifically excluding rodeos, in California from using
or exhibiting any animal other than a domestic dog, domestic cat, or domesticated
horse. Prohibits anyone from sponsoring, conducting, or operating such circuses, with
penalties for violating rules or regulations regarding this provision to be no more than
$25,000 per day.
Status: Chapter 768, Statutes of 2019

SB-395 (Archuleta) - Wild game mammals: accidental taking and
possession of wildlife: collision with a vehicle: wildlife salvage permits.
Allows the Fish and Game Commission, upon appropriation, to develop a pilot program
by 2022 to issue permits through a cell-phone-friendly web-based portal for the salvage
for human consumption of deer, elk, pronghorn antelope, or wild pig killed by a vehicle
collision. Permits the Department of Fish and Wildlife, upon appropriation, to develop a
pilot program to collect and compile wildlife-vehicle collision data for selected roadway
sites.
Status: Chapter 869, Statutes of 2019

SB-474 (Stern) - Very high fire hazard severity zone: state responsibility
area: development prohibition.
As originally referred to the Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee, established
the Wildlife Protection Subaccount in the Habitat Conservation Fund and required the
Controller, if an appropriation is made for this purpose in any fiscal year, to transfer
$30,000,000 from the General Fund to the subaccount, less any amount transferred
from specified accounts and funds, to be expended by the Wildlife Conservation Board
for the acquisition, enhancement, or restoration of wildlife habitat. Amendments
changed the bill to prohibit development in very high fire hazard severity zones, which
places the bill out of the jurisdiction of the committee.
Status: As amended, no longer within the jurisdiction of the committee.
Status: Died - Assembly Local Government
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SB-785 (Committee on Natural Resources and Water) - Public resources:
parklands, freshwater resources, and coastal resources: off-highway motor
vehicles: public lands.
The 2019 Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee’s natural resources
omnibus bill makes several noncontroversial and generally minor changes to statute.
These include extending the sunset on a Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW)
invasive species program, and minor clarifying updates affecting the State Coastal
Conservancy, the Department of Parks and Recreation (State Parks), and the State
Lands Commission. The bill also provides statutory authorization to facilitate a land
transfer involving the County of San Diego, the San Diego County Water Authority,
State Parks, and the Department of Transportation.
Status: Chapter 469, Statutes of 2019

SB-1175 (Stern) - Animals: prohibitions on importation and possession of
wild animals: live animal markets.
Makes changes in state law related to the trafficking of certain wild and nonnative
animals in order to address zoonotic disease transmission, and prohibits the possession
of the dead body, or part thereof, of certain African species. Focuses on four animalrelated topics: 1) restricted species permits - requires the Department of Fish and
Wildlife (DFW) to establish and maintain a list of wild animals that may not be imported
into the state on the basis of protecting public health and safety, native wildlife, or
agricultural interests of the state, and to immediately suspend any authorization to
import wild animals if the species may be responsible for a novel, readily transmissible
human disease until testing, treatment, or quarantine protocols are implemented; 2) live
animal markets - requires the Fish and Game Commission to adopt regulations
governing the storage and sale of animals for live animal markets, and a list of animals
prohibited for sale at live animal markets because they either belong to an invasive
species or a taxa likely to be responsible for zoonotic transmission of a disease; 3)
permit fees - requires the DFW to analyze and adjust fees related to the restricted
species program and importation permits; and 4) African species - prohibits the
possession of the dead body, or a part of product thereof, of the African elephant,
African lion, leopard, black rhinoceros, white rhinoceros, giraffe, Jentink’s duiker, plains
zebra, mountain zebra, hippopotamus, pangolin, baboon and hyaena, as described, and
establishes exceptions for trophies possessed prior to 2021.
Status: Died - Senate Inactive File
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SB-1231 (Monning) - Endangered species: take: Santa Cruz long-toed
salamander.
Permits the Department of Fish and Wildlife to authorize the incidental take of the Santa
Cruz long-toed salamander, which is a fully protect species, resulting from construction
along the State Route 156 corridor through Moro Cojo Slough in Monterey County. The
impacts of incidental take must be minimized and fully mitigated, with adequate funding
to implement and monitor compliance of mitigation measures, and the construction
project must incorporate measures necessary to remove the salamander from the
California Endangered Species Act.
Status: Chapter 237, Statutes of 2020

Groundwater
AB-292 (Quirk) - Recycled water: raw water and groundwater augmentation.
Updates the definition of potable reuse of recycled water to include raw water
augmentation, treated drinking water augmentation, groundwater augmentation, or
reservoir augmentation within the definition of recycled water and deleting the distinction
between "direct" potable reuse and "indirect" potable reuse.
Status: Died - Senate Inactive File

AB-441 (Eggman) - Water: underground storage.
Revises the beneficial use doctrine for water rights to provide that the diversion of water
to underground storage, including the diversion of water for groundwater recharge,
constitutes beneficial use for which an appropriation may be made if the diverted water
is put to beneficial use. Additionally, this bill provides the forfeiture periods of a water
right do not include any period when the water is being used in the aquifer or storage
area or is being held in underground storage for later application to beneficial use.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-1298 (Mullin) - Climate Resiliency, Fire Risk Reduction, Recycling,
Groundwater and Drinking Water Supply, Clean Beaches, and Jobs
Infrastructure Bond Act of 2020.
Enacts the Climate Resiliency, Fire Risk Reduction, Recycling, Groundwater and
Drinking Water Supply, Clean Beaches, and Jobs Infrastructure Bond Act of 2020,
which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in an
unspecified amount to finance a climate resiliency, fire risk reduction, recycling,
groundwater and drinking water supply, clean beaches, and jobs infrastructure program.
The bill would require the bond act to be submitted to the voters at the November 3,
2020, statewide general election.
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Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-2502 (Quirk) - Groundwater sustainability plans: impacts on managed
wetlands.
Requires groundwater sustainability agencies to include impacts to managed wetlands,
as specified, as part of the additional analyses or components that a groundwater
sustainability plan is required to contain.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-2642 (Salas) - Department of Conservation: Multibenefit Land
Conversion Incentive Program: administration.
Requires the Department of Conservation to establish, develop guidelines for, and
administer the Multibenefit Land Conversion Incentive Program (MLCIP), which would
provide grants to groundwater sustainability agencies, counties, or their designated
agents, for the development of local programs facilitating multibenefit land conversion at
a large scale in critically over-drafted basins. The MLCIP would sunset on January 1,
2031.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-2736 (Eduardo Garcia) - Groundwater: pumped hydroelectric energy
storage systems: Joshua Tree National Park.
Requires a person who extracts or uses water from a groundwater basin in the vicinity
of Joshua Tree National Park related to hydroelectric generation to submit certain
documents to the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), and allows the
SWRCB to administer civil penalties for the extraction of groundwater in excess of
maximum allowable change thresholds, as specified.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

SB-779 (Committee on Natural Resources and Water) - Water.
Authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board or an applicant, permittee, or
license holder to make minor changes to an application, permit, or license without
requiring the filing of a petition if the Board finds that the changes do not enlarge the
authorized rate of diversion, increase consumptive use, or affect water supply of other
legal users or instream beneficial uses. Revises the boundary between the upper and
lower subbasins of the San Luis Rey Valley Groundwater Basin as it pertains to the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.
Status: Chapter 255, Statutes of 2019
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Miscellaneous
AB-128 (Gloria) - Horses: protection.
Requires the operator of an animal auction yard to determine and post online any
identifying brand, tattoo, or implanted microchip an animal may have before being sold
at auction, and to maintain and make available sales records for one year. Requires
operators to post notice at an auction that the sale of horses in California for slaughter
for human consumption is a felony, and requires a purchaser of an animal at auction to
sign a sworn statement agreeing to comply with provisions of the Penal Code relating to
the slaughter and sale of horses or horsemeat for human consumption. Establishes civil
penalty, in addition to other penalties, for any person who violates these provisions.
Status: Chapter 765, Statutes of 2019

AB-1298 (Mullin) - Climate Resiliency, Fire Risk Reduction, Recycling,
Groundwater and Drinking Water Supply, Clean Beaches, and Jobs
Infrastructure Bond Act of 2020.
Enacts the Climate Resiliency, Fire Risk Reduction, Recycling, Groundwater and
Drinking Water Supply, Clean Beaches, and Jobs Infrastructure Bond Act of 2020,
which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in an
unspecified amount to finance a climate resiliency, fire risk reduction, recycling,
groundwater and drinking water supply, clean beaches, and jobs infrastructure program.
The bill would require the bond act to be submitted to the voters at the November 3,
2020, statewide general election.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-1657 (Eduardo Garcia) - Salton Sea: Office of the Salton Sea: Salton Sea
Oversight Committee.
As originally introduced and heard by the Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife
Committee, established an Office of the Salton Sea within the California Natural
Resources Agency, with staff including, but not limited to, persons with expertise in
project management, engineering, scientific and legal issues, and community
engagement. The bill also required the Secretary of Natural Resources to establish a
Salton Sea Oversight Committee subject to the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act.
Amendments taken in the Senate changed the bill to relate to the Blue Ribbon
Commission on Lithium Extraction in California, which places the bill out of the
jurisdiction of the committee.
Status: As amended, no longer within the jurisdiction of the committee.
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AB-3005 (Robert Rivas) - Leroy Anderson Dam and Reservoir: permitting,
and public contracting.
Expedites permitting and contracting requirements in order to facilitate the replacement
of the Leroy Anderson Dam and Reservoir in Santa Clara County.
Status: Vetoed
Governor's Veto Message:
I am returning Assembly Bill 3005 without my signature.
This bill would modify contracting requirements and prescribe expedited California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review and regulatory processes for various state
agencies to facilitate projects for the Leroy Anderson Dam and Reservoir.
Notwithstanding the importance of completing projects at the Anderson Dam, the bill
sets unrealistic timelines for state entities to expedite deliverables. This will require staff
to be diverted away from other critical projects throughout the state that are going
through the CEQA process. Although the Anderson Dam projects are a key element of
dam safety, it is problematic to set a precedent for a special process and timeline for
one project that may undermine the quality of review by departments.
Furthermore, a public works project of this magnitude will have significant environmental
impacts, and therefore, review through the full CEQA process is necessary.

AB-3071 (Mullin) - Lead ammunition: shooting ranges.
Prohibits the sale or use of lead ammunition at sport shooting or indoor shooting
ranges.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

SB-69 (Wiener) - Ocean Resiliency Act of 2019.
Enacts the Ocean Resiliency Act to improve and protect the health of watersheds and
the Pacific Ocean along the coastline of California in response to climate change. This
bill makes various changes to state law on oceans, rivers, watersheds, and
watercourses, including:
1) Requiring the Department of Fish and Wildlife to undertake various efforts to improve
salmonid habitat and increase hatchery survival rates.
2) Requiring the California Air Resources Board, in coordination with other specified
agencies, to develop and implement a voluntary vessel speed reduction incentive
program for the Santa Barbara Channel and San Francisco Bay area regions to reduce
air pollution, the risk of fatal vessel strikes on whales, and harmful underwater acoustic
impacts.
3) Requiring the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection to evaluate and update
forest practice rules that establish requirements specific to watersheds with listed
anadromous salmonids, and requiring erosion control plans on ground with an extreme
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erosion hazard rating.
4) Making the policy of the state that all state coastal wetland programs and polices
ensure an overall net gain of coastal wetlands, and requiring the California Natural
Resources Agency to update the coastal wetlands resources report, as specified; issue
the updated report on or before January 1, 2023; and update the report once every five
years thereafter.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

SB-785 (Committee on Natural Resources and Water) - Public resources:
parklands, freshwater resources, and coastal resources: off-highway motor
vehicles: public lands.
The 2019 Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee’s natural resources
omnibus bill makes several noncontroversial and generally minor changes to statute.
These include extending the sunset on a Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW)
invasive species program, and minor clarifying updates affecting the State Coastal
Conservancy, the Department of Parks and Recreation (State Parks), and the State
Lands Commission. The bill also provides statutory authorization to facilitate a land
transfer involving the County of San Diego, the San Diego County Water Authority,
State Parks, and the Department of Transportation.
Status: Chapter 469, Statutes of 2019

Parks and Recreation
AB-209 (Limón) - Parks: environmental education: grant program.
Requires the establishment of the Outdoor Equity Grants Program at the California
Department of Parks and Recreation to increase the ability of underserved and at-risk
populations to participate in outdoor environmental educational experiences at state
parks and other public lands where outdoor environmental education programs take
place.
Status: Chapter 675, Statutes of 2019

AB-336 (Mathis) - State parks: park entrance fees: waivers: 4th grade
children.
Requires the Department of Parks and Recreation to waive day use entrance fees for
any child in fourth grade with a valid "Every Kid in a Park" federal pass.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations
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AB-556 (Carrillo) - Outdoor experiences: community access program: grant
program.
Requires the Natural Resources Agency to develop and implement a community access
program focused on engagement programs, technical assistance, or facilities that
maximize safe and equitable physical admittance, especially for low-income and
disadvantaged communities, to natural or cultural resources, community education, or
recreational amenities. The bill would also authorize the agency to develop a
transportation-based grant program.
Status: Vetoed
Governor's Veto Message:
I am returning the following bills without my signature:
AB 556
AB 1578
These bills would require the Natural Resources Agency to develop and implement
community parks access grant programs.
While I support an integrated and cohesive effort to make parks and greenspaces
accessible to all throughout our State, and to that end signed Assembly Bill 209, I
cannot support the creation of these stand-alone grant programs.

AB-559 (Arambula) - Millerton Lake State Recreation Area: acquisition of
land.
Authorizes the Department of Parks and Recreation to enter into agreements to
manage the San Joaquin River Parkway adjacent to the San Joaquin River and
authorizes a management agreement with the San Joaquin River Conservancy.
Status: Died - Senate Natural Resources and Water

AB-783 (Bigelow) - State parks: American River Parkway: concessionaires.
Requires the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to meet and negotiate with
existing recreational concessionaires located on the South, Middle, and North Forks of
the American River. Additionally, the bill requires the DPR to keep in place existing
contracts until January 1, 2026, to allow existing recreational concessionaires on the
American River to come into compliance with the “best responsible bidder” law
requirements.
Status: Died - Senate Natural Resources and Water
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AB-1067 (Bigelow) - Public lands: Department of Parks and Recreation:
wildfire management plan: wildland-urban interface.
Requires the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), no later than January 1,
2023, to develop and implement a wildfire management plan for all property under the
DPR's jurisdiction that is located within a fire hazard severity zone, as provided. The bill
would require the wildfire management plan to outline the department’s fire prevention
goals and future projects for prescribed fire, defensible space, fire resilient restoration
projects, and the fire hardening of the department’s structures, among other things. The
bill would require the DPR to post the wildfire management plan on its internet website.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-1111 (Friedman) - Outdoor recreation: Office of Outdoor Recreation:
California Outdoor Recreation Account.
Establishes the Office of Sustainable Outdoor Recreation (OREC) within the Office of
the Governor. The bill would require the office to undertake certain activities, including
supporting the outdoor recreation economy and working toward equitable access to
outdoor areas of the state by engaging in specified activities. The bill would also require
the office to create an advisory committee to provide advice, expertise, support, and
service to the office. The bill would authorize the office to receive assistance and funds
from public and private sources, and would require that the moneys received by the
office pursuant to this provision or appropriated by the Legislature for purposes of the
bill be deposited in the California Outdoor Recreation Account, which the bill would
create.
Status: Died - Senate Appropriations

AB-1298 (Mullin) - Climate Resiliency, Fire Risk Reduction, Recycling,
Groundwater and Drinking Water Supply, Clean Beaches, and Jobs
Infrastructure Bond Act of 2020.
Enacts the Climate Resiliency, Fire Risk Reduction, Recycling, Groundwater and
Drinking Water Supply, Clean Beaches, and Jobs Infrastructure Bond Act of 2020,
which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in an
unspecified amount to finance a climate resiliency, fire risk reduction, recycling,
groundwater and drinking water supply, clean beaches, and jobs infrastructure program.
The bill would require the bond act to be submitted to the voters at the November 3,
2020, statewide general election.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife
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AB-1426 (Boerner Horvath) - State beaches: San Onofre State Beach: report
on encroaching state or local agency infrastructure project.
Places restrictions on street, road, and highway construction within an avoidance area
in and around San Onofre State Beach and the Richard H. and Donna O’Neill
Conservancy.
Status: Chapter 168, Statutes of 2020

AB-1718 (Levine) - State parks: state coastal beaches: smoking ban.
Prohibits smoking or disposing of used cigar or cigarette waste on a state coastal beach
or in a unit of the state park system. This bill is identical to SB 8, which was signed by
the Governor.
Status: Vetoed
Governor's Veto Message:
I am returning Assembly Bill 1718 without my signature.
This bill prohibits smoking or disposing of used cigar or cigarette waste on a state
coastal beach or in a unit of the state park system.
This bill is unnecessary as it is duplicative of Senate Bill 8 by Senator Glazer, which I
signed.

AB-2021 (Chen) - State park system: Chino Hills State Park: expansion.
Requires the Department of Parks and Recreation to provide all necessary assistance
for the accquisition and acceptance of three land parccels into the existing Chino Hills
State Park from willing donors or sellers, and manage the parcels with funds held for
that purpose or obtained through a settlement agreement.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-2076 (Bigelow) - Public lands: Department of Parks and Recreation:
wildfire management plan: fire hazard severity zones.
Requires the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to develop and implement a
high-level wildfire prevention strategy for state park properties within specified fire
hazard zones by January 1, 2024. Contingent on the enactment of an appropriation of
moneys not from the General Fund.
Status: Died - Senate Natural Resources and Water

AB-2551 (Bauer-Kahan) - Off-highway vehicular recreation: Carnegie State
Vehicular Recreation Area: Alameda-Tesla Expansion Area.
Allows the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to dispose of the 3,100 acres
known as the Alameda-Tesla Expansion Area of the Carnegie State Vehicular
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Recreation Area to permanently preserve the land for conservation purposes, if the
DPR determines that disposing of it is in the public interest after holding public meetings
and consulting with stakeholders.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-2622 (Eduardo Garcia) - State parks: California Historic Barrio State
Historic Park: advisory committee.
Requires the Department of Parks and Recreation to establish the California Historic
Barrio State Historic Park Advisory Committee by an unspecified date to assist in
planning for a new state historic park that would be located at an urban historic barrio
property site and that celebrates 20th century Mexican and Mexican American history.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-3028 (Bloom) - State parks: Will Rogers State Beach and Dockweiler
State Beach: County of Los Angeles: grants in trust of state beaches.
Requires the Director of the Department of Parks and Recreation to grant all of the
rights, title, and interest of the state in Will Rogers State Beach and Dockweiler State
Beach, to the County of Los Angeles, subject to specified conditions, upon adoption of a
resolution of acceptance by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles.
Status: Died - Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-3353 (Bloom) - State parks: state beaches: County of Los Angeles:
deed restrictions.
Increases the cost limitation from $250,000 to $750,000 for new or expanded
noncommercial development on certain beach properties granted in trust to the County
of Los Angeles.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AJR-18 (Luz Rivas) - Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area.
Urges Congress to enact House Resolution (HR) 1708, the Rim of the Valley Corridor
Preservation Act. HR 1708 would adjust the boundaries of the Santa Monica Mountains
National Recreation Area to add 191,000 acres of the Valley Corridor, which includes
parts of the San Gabriel Valley, Griffith Park, Eaton Canyon, Simi Valley, and the Santa
Susana Mountains.
Status: Died - Senate Natural Resources and Water
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SB-8 (Glazer) - State parks: state coastal beaches: smoking ban.
Prohibits smoking or disposing of used cigar or cigarette waste on a state coastal beach
or in a unit of the state park system. The prohibition applies to cigars or cigarettes
containing tobacco or any other weed or plant used as an alternative or supplement to
tobacco or nicotine, and also includes electronic and vapor cigarettes. The bill exempts
props used for filming and the use of tobacco products for the good-faith practice of a
religious belief or ceremony. The Department of Parks and Recreation is required to
post signs providing notice of the smoking prohibition, and the smoking prohibition will
be enforced only after signs have been posted. A violation of this bill is an infraction,
punishable by a fine of up to $25.
Status: Chapter 761, Statutes of 2019

SB-402 (Borgeas) - Vehicles: off-highway vehicle recreation: County of
Inyo.
Extends the sunset date to January 1, 2025, for the Inyo County pilot program to
designate combined-use roadway segments to connect off-highway vehicle facilities.
Status: Chapter 211, Statutes of 2019

SB-442 (Dodd) - State parks: resource exploitation exceptions: scientific
research permits and commercialization permits.
Creates a framework by which individuals and institutions can commercialize the results
of scientific research conducted, or progeny of biological samples collected, within the
state park system subject to certain limitations and requirements, including making the
research accessible to the public and signing a benefits-sharing agreement with the
Department of Parks and Recreation.
Status: Chapter 477, Statutes of 2019

SB-767 (Glazer) - Off-highway vehicular recreation: Carnegie State
Vehicular Recreation Area: Alameda-Tesla Expansion Area.
Allows the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to dispose of the 3,100 acres
known as the Alameda-Tesla Expansion Area of the Carnegie State Vehicular
Recreation Area to permanently preserve the land for conservation purposes, if the
DPR determines that disposing of it is in the public interest after holding public meetings
and consulting with stakeholders.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations
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SB-785 (Committee on Natural Resources and Water) - Public resources:
parklands, freshwater resources, and coastal resources: off-highway motor
vehicles: public lands.
The 2019 Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee’s natural resources
omnibus bill makes several noncontroversial and generally minor changes to statute.
These include extending the sunset on a Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW)
invasive species program, and minor clarifying updates affecting the State Coastal
Conservancy, the Department of Parks and Recreation (State Parks), and the State
Lands Commission. The bill also provides statutory authorization to facilitate a land
transfer involving the County of San Diego, the San Diego County Water Authority,
State Parks, and the Department of Transportation.
Status: Chapter 469, Statutes of 2019

Water
AB-60 (Friedman) - Water conservation: water meters: accuracy standards.
Requires the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to,
on or before January 1, 2022, adopt regulations setting standards for the accuracy of
water meters. The bill would prohibit the sale of non-certified water meters in the state.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-292 (Quirk) - Recycled water: raw water and groundwater augmentation.
Updates the definition of potable reuse of recycled water to include raw water
augmentation, treated drinking water augmentation, groundwater augmentation, or
reservoir augmentation within the definition of recycled water and deleting the distinction
between "direct" potable reuse and "indirect" potable reuse.
Status: Died - Senate Inactive File

AB-382 (Mathis) - Integrated regional water management plans: grant
funding: upper watershed health.
Requires the Department of Water Resources to include incentives for regional water
management groups to undertake projects that promote upper watershed health by
prioritizing those projects in the Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM)
process.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations
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AB-441 (Eggman) - Water: underground storage.
Revises the beneficial use doctrine for water rights to provide that the diversion of water
to underground storage, including the diversion of water for groundwater recharge,
constitutes beneficial use for which an appropriation may be made if the diverted water
is put to beneficial use. Additionally, this bill provides the forfeiture periods of a water
right do not include any period when the water is being used in the aquifer or storage
area or is being held in underground storage for later application to beneficial use.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-448 (Eduardo Garcia) - Water rights: stockponds.
Provides an alternative method for compliance with livestock stockpond water rights.
The bill: (1) provides that a stock pond built before January 1, 2019, and with a size less
than 10 acre-feet, has a water right for the purpose of watering livestock, if a water right
claim is filed before December 31, 2021; (2) requires, as part of the one-time process,
the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) to assess a fee to cover
the reasonable administrative costs of the program, not to exceed $2,500; (3) gives
priority based on date of filing, and subject to existing law; (4) allows the State Water
Board to revoke a water right certificate under this section upon a finding that the water
has ceased to be used for the purpose specified; and, (5) requires the State Water
Board to assume the declared capacity of the stockpond under this section.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-487 (Gallagher) - Department of Water Resources: dams and reservoirs:
fees and penalty plus interest.
Allows a grace period of 30 days for the submission of specific dam fees. Instead of
mandating that a penalty be imposed after July 1 of any year, this bill would authorize a
penalty be imposed for fees received more than 30 days after the July 1 required date
of payment in any year.
Status: Chapter 89, Statutes of 2019

AB-489 (Mark Stone) - Water development projects: state financial
assistance.
Authorizes the state, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to make funds available for
a flood control project on the Pajaro River, even in the absence of matching federal
funds.
Status: Chapter 350, Statutes of 2019
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AB-557 (Wood) - Atmospheric Rivers: Research, Mitigation, and Climate
Forecasting Program.
Establishes the Atmospheric Rivers: Research, Mitigation, and Climate Forecasting
Program within the Department of Water Resources to conduct research relating to
improving forecasting of atmospheric rivers and the impacts of climate change on
atmospheric rivers. Appropriates $9.25 million from the General Fund to the program
and permits the program to use any funds appropriated by the Legislature rather than
only special or private funds.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-638 (Gray) - Department of Water Resources: water storage capacity.
Requires the Department of Water Resources to identify natural and manmade water
storage facilities vulnerable to climate change, quantify those impacts of climate change
where possible, and identify mitigation strategies for anticipated adverse impacts as part
of the update to the California Water Plan every five years. Upon appropriation, requires
the DWR to mitigate or to make grants available for mitigation of the adverse impacts to
water storage facilities identified.
Status: Vetoed
Governor's Veto Message:
I am returning Assembly Bill 638 without my signature.
This bill requires the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to identify natural and
manmade water storage facilities vulnerable to climate change, quantify those impacts
of climate change where possible, and identify mitigation strategies for anticipated
adverse impacts. Upon appropriation, AB 638 also requires DWR to mitigate or to make
grants available for mitigation of the adverse impacts to water storage facilities
identified.
I agree with the need to address the challenges that our new climate reality presents to
our water supply. While this bill focuses on an important component of water resiliency,
it is only one piece of the State’s water portfolio. While this may be a valuable endeavor,
we must evaluate it in the context of the whole water portfolio and instead take a holistic
approach to securing California’s water future.

AB-658 (Arambula) - Water rights: water management.
Allows groundwater sustainability agencies or other local agencies to apply to the State
Water Resources Control Board for temporary five-year permits to divert and store
groundwater during high-flow events.
Status: Chapter 678, Statutes of 2019
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AB-722 (Bigelow) - Water: dams: fees.
Limits annual dam safety fees to no more than 20 percent of the fees assessed
pursuant to the schedule of fees adopted by the Department of Water Resources if the
dam is owned by an irrigation district with a rate-payer base of less than 500.
Status: Died - Senate Natural Resources and Water

AB-727 (Flora) - Dams and reservoirs: exclusions.
Specifies that a publicly-owned structure used for the principal purpose of impounding
water for agricultural use is excluded from the definition of a dam, provided the structure
is no greater than 20 feet in height.
Status: Died - Senate Natural Resources and Water

AB-834 (Quirk) - Freshwater and Estuarine Harmful Algal Bloom Program
Establishes the Freshwater and Estuarine Harmful Algal Bloom Program at the State
Water Resources Control Board to protect water quality and public health from harmful
algal blooms.
Status: Chapter 354, Statutes of 2019

AB-835 (Quirk) - Safe recreational water use: standards: harmful algal
blooms.
Requires the State Water Resources Control Board to establish, maintain, and amend
as necessary, minimum standards for the safety of freshwater recreational bodies as
related to harmful algal blooms as the Department of Public Health determines are
reasonably necessary for the protection of the public health and safety. These
provisions were amended into AB 834, but were later removed from that bill in
amendments taken in the Senate.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-912 (Muratsuchi) - Marine invasive species: ballast water and biofouling
management requirements.
Revises and recasts ballast water management law, including delaying dates by which
the owner or operator of a vessel must implement interim and final performance
standards (zero detectable living organisms) for the discharge of ballast water; requiring
the State Lands Commission (SLC) to adopt regulations implementing federal
performance standards for the discharge of ballast water; and, authorizing the SLC to
take samples of ballast water, sediment, and biofouling from arriving vessels for
research purposes. The bill was double referred to Environmental Safety and Toxic
Materials Committee and Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee. Due to time constraints,
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this committee waived presentation.
Status: Chapter 443, Statutes of 2019

AB-955 (Gipson) - Water replenishment districts: water system needs
assessment program.
Authorizes the Water Replenishment District of Southern California (WRD) to offer to
conduct a needs assessment program for water systems serving disadvantaged
communities within the district. Upon completion, the WRD would be authorized to
evaluate options to address findings of the assessment, prepare an implementation
plan, and, to the extent federal or state grants are available, to assist the system in
implementing the plan.
Status: Died - Senate Appropriations

AB-1194 (Frazier) - Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: Delta Stewardship
Council.
Expands the composition of the Delta Stewardship Council from seven voting members
to eleven voting members and two nonvoting members. Establishes municipal selection
committees for both the primary and secondary zones of the Delta, and specifies the
composition and administration of appointments for both the primary and secondary
zone committees.
Status: Held without recommendation - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-1298 (Mullin) - Climate Resiliency, Fire Risk Reduction, Recycling,
Groundwater and Drinking Water Supply, Clean Beaches, and Jobs
Infrastructure Bond Act of 2020.
Enacts the Climate Resiliency, Fire Risk Reduction, Recycling, Groundwater and
Drinking Water Supply, Clean Beaches, and Jobs Infrastructure Bond Act of 2020,
which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in an
unspecified amount to finance a climate resiliency, fire risk reduction, recycling,
groundwater and drinking water supply, clean beaches, and jobs infrastructure program.
The bill would require the bond act to be submitted to the voters at the November 3,
2020, statewide general election.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-1414 (Friedman) - Urban retail water suppliers: reporting.
Realigns the various reporting dates established in SB 606 (2018) and AB 1668 (2018)
so that all reports required by those bills are due on either July 1 or January 1, and
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makes other minor technical amendments.
Status: Chapter 239, Statutes of 2019

AB-1415 (Friedman) - Department of Water Resources: reporting
requirements: civil penalties.
Requires the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to impose a civil penalty in an
amount not to exceed $1,000 for failure to timely file specified reports or plans. If an
entity does not file the report within 60 days after the DWR notifies the entity of its
delinquency, the DWR may impose an additional penalty of $250 per day. This bill
requires the DWR to annually report to the Legislature on each entity that failed to file a
report on time and was penalized.
Status: Died - Senate Appropriations

AB-1432 (Dahle) - Water shortage emergencies: declarations: wildfires.
Exempts the governing body of a public water supply distributor from public meeting
and notice requirements for declaring a water shortage emergency condition in the
event of a wildfire causing an immediate emergency.
Status: Chapter 19, Statutes of 2019

AB-1958 (Cooper) - State Plan of Flood Control: facilities.
Expands the prohibition on cutting or altering levees to include concealing, defacing,
destroying, modifying, cutting, altering, or physically or visually obstructing any levee
forming part of any flood control plans adopted by the Central Valley Flood Protection
Board (CVFPB) or any other facility of the State Plan of Flood Control without
permission of the CVFPB. Authorizes the CVFPB or local agency that maintains the
levee to inspect and move obstructions placed on these levees.
Status: Died - Senate Natural Resources and Water

AB-2502 (Quirk) - Groundwater sustainability plans: impacts on managed
wetlands.
Requires groundwater sustainability agencies to include impacts to managed wetlands,
as specified, as part of the additional analyses or components that a groundwater
sustainability plan is required to contain.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife
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AB-2519 (Wood) - Conservation projects: grants: advance payments.
Requires advance payment of up to 25 percent of grants awarded for specified types of
projects by the California Natural Resources Agency and the State Water Resources
Control Board when requested by a grant recipient.
Status: Died - Senate Natural Resources and Water

AB-2693 (Bloom) - Shasta, Trinity, and Oroville Watershed Restoration
Administration.
Establishes the Shasta, Trinity, and Oroville Watershed Restoration Administration
(STOWRA) within the State Water Resources Control Board to coordinate and facilitate
the restoration and conservation of those watersheds. Specifies the makeup of the
STOWRA steering committee and advisory panel, and tasks the STOWRA with
developing an implementation plan by January 1, 2022 and funding guidelines for
project selection and administration by January 1, 2023.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-2736 (Eduardo Garcia) - Groundwater: pumped hydroelectric energy
storage systems: Joshua Tree National Park.
Requires a person who extracts or uses water from a groundwater basin in the vicinity
of Joshua Tree National Park related to hydroelectric generation to submit certain
documents to the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), and allows the
SWRCB to administer civil penalties for the extraction of groundwater in excess of
maximum allowable change thresholds, as specified.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-2904 (Frazier) - Central Valley Flood Protection Board: reports.
Revises the date on which the Department of Water Resources is required to provide
written notice to each landowner whose property is determined to be entirely or partially
within a levee flood protection zone from on or before September 1 of each year to on
or before September 5 of each year.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

AB-3005 (Robert Rivas) - Leroy Anderson Dam and Reservoir: permitting,
and public contracting.
Expedites permitting and contracting requirements in order to facilitate the replacement
of the Leroy Anderson Dam and Reservoir in Santa Clara County.
Status: Vetoed
Governor's Veto Message:
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I am returning Assembly Bill 3005 without my signature.
This bill would modify contracting requirements and prescribe expedited California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review and regulatory processes for various state
agencies to facilitate projects for the Leroy Anderson Dam and Reservoir.
Notwithstanding the importance of completing projects at the Anderson Dam, the bill
sets unrealistic timelines for state entities to expedite deliverables. This will require staff
to be diverted away from other critical projects throughout the state that are going
through the CEQA process. Although the Anderson Dam projects are a key element of
dam safety, it is problematic to set a precedent for a special process and timeline for
one project that may undermine the quality of review by departments.
Furthermore, a public works project of this magnitude will have significant environmental
impacts, and therefore, review through the full CEQA process is necessary.

AB-3226 (McCarty) - Yolo County: West Sacramento flood risk reduction
project: adoption and authorization.
Adopts and approves the West Sacramento Project for flood risk reduction along the
Yolo Bypass, Sacramento Bypass, and Sacramento River, which was adopted and
approved by a specific act of the United States Congress in 2016, at an estimated cost
to the state of the sum that may be appropriated by the Legislature for state
participation, upon the recommendation and advice of the Department of Water
Resources or the Central Valley Flood Protection Board. In addition, the bill redefines
the boundaries of Reclamation District (RD) 900 to also include the parcels that
compose Maintenance Area 4. The bill would also authorize Maintenance Area 4 to be
dissolved only upon the execution of the assurance agreement and assumption of
project levee maintenance responsibilities by RD 900, or by a member agency that is a
signatory to the assurance agreement, for the state maintenance area.
Status: Died - Senate Appropriations

ACA-3 (Mathis) - Clean Water for All Act.
Requires a guaranteed revenue of not less than two percent of General Fund revenues
be directed to water projects. The bill would also prioritize the payment of principal and
interest on existing bonds, thus reducing overall state debt.
Status: Failed passage - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

SB-19 (Dodd) - Water resources: stream gages.
Requires the Department of Water Resources and the State Water Resources Control
Board, upon an appropriation of funds by the Legislature, to develop a plan to deploy a
network of stream gages, as specified.
Status: Chapter 361, Statutes of 2019
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SB-134 (Hertzberg) - Water conservation: water losses: enforcement.
Prohibits the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) from issuing an
information order, written notice or conservation order for a violation of water loss
performance standards if water loss is the only objective not being met, and if the State
Water Board is already taking enforcement action for water losses as part of an urban
water use objective.
Status: Chapter 203, Statutes of 2019

SB-204 (Dodd) - State Water Project: contracts.
Requires the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to provide at least 10 days’ notice
to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee and relevant policy and fiscal committees of
the Legislature before holding public sessions to negotiate any potential amendment of
a long-term water supply contract that is of projectwide significance to the State Water
Project. The bill would require the DWR, before the execution of a specified proposed
amendment to a long-term water supply contract and at least 60 days before final
approval of such an amendment, to submit to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee
and relevant policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature certain information
regarding the terms and conditions of a proposed amendment of a long-term water
supply contract and to submit a copy of the long-term contract as it is proposed to be
amended.
Status: Died - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife

SB-226 (Nielsen) - Watershed restoration: wildfires: grant program.
Requires the California Natural Resources Agency to develop and implement the
Watershed Restoration Grant Program to provide grants to eligible counties for
watershed restoration that will improve water quality or water supply following a wildfire.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

SB-487 (Caballero) - Department of Water Resources: aerial snow survey.
Requires the Department of Water Resources, upon appropriation and until 2029, to
conduct aerial surveys of the snowpack in the Sierra Nevada, Cascade, and KlamathTrinity Mountain ranges up to 10 times a year, depending on the extent of snow cover,
to support runoff volume forecasts for California’s watersheds. Allows the department to
contract with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration or another entity, if
necessary, to complete the surveys of the snowpack.
Status: Vetoed
Governor's Veto Message:
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I am returning Senate Bill 487 without my signature.
This bill requires the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to conduct aerial surveys
of the snowpack in the Sierra Nevada and Cascade Range and the Klamath-Trinity
Mountains.
While improving California's snowpack survey will improve our understanding of the
patterns of snow accumulation and help us develop better forecasting tools for snow
melt runoff, this bill results in significant General Fund cost pressures of approximately
$150 million over the next decade. Therefore, it should be considered as part of the
budget.

SB-559 (Hurtado) - Department of Water Resources: grant: Friant-Kern
Canal.
Requires the Department of Water Resources to report to the Legislature by March 31,
2021 on federal funding approved by the United States Congress in its 2021
Congressional Budget Resolution and related appropriations bills provided to the Friant
Water Authority or other government agency to restore the capacity of the Friant-Kern
Canal. The report shall include a proposal for the state to pay a share of the project
cost, not to exceed 35 percent, and how the money will be spent.
Status: Vetoed
Governor's Veto Message:
I am returning Senate Bill 559 without my signature.
This bill requires the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to report to the Legislature
on federal funding approved to restore the capacity of the Friant-Kern Canal, with a
proposal for the state to pay for a share of the project.
California's major canal systems are aging and damaged by land subsidence. Local,
state and federal systems all need repair. As established in the Water Resilience
Portfolio, state agencies are holistically assessing the needs of all of California's water
supply systems. This bill focuses on a single piece of conveyance and directs DWR to
develop a proposal for the state to help fund this specific project. As we address
California's water needs in the coming months and years, we need to evaluate, develop
and identify solutions and funding that provides water supply and conveyance for the
entirety of the state, not one project at a time.

SB-779 (Committee on Natural Resources and Water) - Water.
Authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board or an applicant, permittee, or
license holder to make minor changes to an application, permit, or license without
requiring the filing of a petition if the Board finds that the changes do not enlarge the
authorized rate of diversion, increase consumptive use, or affect water supply of other
legal users or instream beneficial uses. Revises the boundary between the upper and
lower subbasins of the San Luis Rey Valley Groundwater Basin as it pertains to the
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Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.
Status: Chapter 255, Statutes of 2019

Water Efficiency
AB-60 (Friedman) - Water conservation: water meters: accuracy standards.
Requires the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to,
on or before January 1, 2022, adopt regulations setting standards for the accuracy of
water meters. The bill would prohibit the sale of non-certified water meters in the state.
Status: Died - Assembly Appropriations

AB-1086 (Bauer-Kahan) - Cannella Environmental Farming Act of 1995:
State Water Efficiency and Enhancement Program.
Allows the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to dispose of the 3,100 acres
known as the Alameda-Tesla Expansion Area of the Carnegie State Vehicular
Recreation Area to permanently preserve the land for conservation purposes, if the
DPR determines that disposing of it is in the public interest after holding public meetings
and consulting with stakeholders.
Status: Vetoed
Governor's Veto Message:
I am returning Assembly Bill 1086 without my signature.
This bill authorizes the Department of Parks and Recreation (Department) to dispose of
the Alameda-Tesla Expansion Area of the Carnegie State Vehicular Recreation Area if
sold to a local government entity or non-profit entity for the explicit purpose of
conserving the land.
There is no evidence that the Department has failed to conduct sufficient study of this
property or is mismanaging this state resource. The park was purchased for the benefit
of all Californians and should remain a state park.
Status: Assembly-Vetoed

AB-1414 (Friedman) - Urban retail water suppliers: reporting.
Realigns the various reporting dates established in SB 606 (2018) and AB 1668 (2018)
so that all reports required by those bills are due on either July 1 or January 1, and
makes other minor technical amendments.
Status: Chapter 239, Statutes of 2019
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AB-1415 (Friedman) - Department of Water Resources: reporting
requirements: civil penalties.
Requires the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to impose a civil penalty in an
amount not to exceed $1,000 for failure to timely file specified reports or plans. If an
entity does not file the report within 60 days after the DWR notifies the entity of its
delinquency, the DWR may impose an additional penalty of $250 per day. This bill
requires the DWR to annually report to the Legislature on each entity that failed to file a
report on time and was penalized.
Status: Died - Senate Appropriations

SB-134 (Hertzberg) - Water conservation: water losses: enforcement.
Prohibits the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) from issuing an
information order, written notice or conservation order for a violation of water loss
performance standards if water loss is the only objective not being met, and if the State
Water Board is already taking enforcement action for water losses as part of an urban
water use objective.
Status: Chapter 203, Statutes of 2019

Page 59 of 64

